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East Forest Park Civic Association 

Minutes for June 11, 2008 Meeting 

 

Attendance (board members in bold): Jeff Barbeau, David Cordero, Richard & Darlene Acchione, Bruce 

Adams, JoAnne Cardell, George Cartier, Gary Danforth, Maria de Fatima, Rich & Ann Marie Duffy, Linda 

Gallagher, Kathy & Steve Kazalis, Chris Mannix, Sally Markey, Irene Provenzano,  Jane Robitaille, Frank 

Ryan, Shawn Sheehan, Barbara Sherry, Linda StMarie, Dave Vedovelli, Donna Vedovelli, Lynn Vedovelli, 

Robert Vedovelli, Cyndi Visi, Ellen Walmer, Seamus Warwick (Rep. Puppoloôs Office), Dave Wells, Elaine 

& Stuart  Wright  

General Session: New Business 

The May 15, 2008 minutes were passed unanimously by the board. 

 

Shawn Sheehan, Co-President, administered the meeting.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.  Shawn 

welcomed the many new faces to our Awards Meeting; there were 40 people present and not everyone signed 

the attendance sheet.   

 

Shawn recounted our past meetings guest speakers: 

 Mayor Domenic Sarno, Learning about the New Candidate for Mayor ï September 

 Honorable Mayor Charlie Ryan, Re-election Initiatives ï October 

 Bill Miller, Friend of the Homeless, Recent Grants received by the Shelter - November 

 Deryk Roach, Park Department, Cutting down of Overgrowth in Nathan Bill ï November 

 Allison G, Boston Medical State Health Insurance Law ï December 

 Matthew Ferri, Harris School Parent Council re: Traffic Changes - January 

 Carl Dietz, Office of Code Enforcement addressing Neighborhood Issues - January 

 Richard Allen, Assessorôs Office, Making Sense of Real Estate Taxes - March 

 Fran Gallagher, Captain East Forest Park/Forest Park Clean Up Springfield Campaign -March & April 

 Teressa Concepcion, 16 Acres Civic Association - April  

 David Panagore, Office of Economic Development, The Future of Springfield - April  

 Fire Marshall John Cossaboom installation of fire safety devices in the home - May 

 

Other issues the association has been working on: 

 Attending Zoning Modernization Project Public Meetings from the Office of Planning and Economic 

Development. 

 Working with Giggle Gardens Day Care in addressing Neighborhood Concerns. 

 

Awards 
Seamus Warwick from Representative Angelo Puppoloôs Office presented the East Forest Park Civic 

Association with a Proclamation recognizing the association for its efforts in improving the quality of life for 

the residents of Springfield.  Representative Puppolo also had a proclamation drafted for each one of our award 

winners below. 

 

George Cartier presented Chelsea Tuttle from Cathedral High School with the $500 Denise Shea Memorial 

Scholarship.  Chelsea was recognized for her academic achievement and her community service endeavors 

with the schoolôs key club.  Shawn thanked George Cartier, Stu Wright & David Choquette for volunteering to 

distribute and review applications for this scholarship. 
 

Shawn presented Dave & Robert Vedovelli owners of Lyndale Garage on 87 Warehouse Street with the Good 

Business Award.  When residents want an honest, knowledgeable mechanic to do car repairs they turn to  the 

experts at Lyndale Garage.  The owners have also enhanced their property with flowers during the summer 

season. Phone: (413) 732-3750 for appointments. 

 

The Two Eagles Restaurant owners Steve & Kathy Kazalis were also presented with the Good Business Award 

for providing the neighborhood with quality, affordable cuisine at their 110 Island Pond Road establishment.  

Residents are greeted by a friendly wait staff in a clean establishment.  Phone: (413) 737-6135 for reservations.  
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David Cordero owner of Cordero Salon was given the Business Improvement Award for then enhancements he 

has made to his salon at 1195 Sumner Avenue.  A stunning awning and flowers enhance the outside façade.  

This business has also received positive reviews from its customers.  Phone: (413) 782-5731 for appointments. 

 

Barbara Baker of 63 Overlook Drive was awarded with the Residential Neighborhood Improvement Award.  

Beautiful perennials, a rock water fall, and well maintained lawn are enjoyed by residents.  Barbara received a 

$25 gift card to Rockyôs Ace Hardware on 40 Island Pond Road. 

 

Richard & Ann Marie Duffy of 37 Ashbrook Street were awarded with the Residential Neighborhood 

Improvement Award.  A nice stone wall, well manicured lawn, and flowers enhance the property.  The Duffyôs 

also received a $25 gift card to Rockyôs Ace Hardware. 

 

Pay As You Throw Trash Fee 
Shawn informed the group that he received information from the Outer Belt Civic Association regarding the 

Pay As You Throw Trash Fee (PAYTF).  Walter Gould, who is the President of the Outer Belt Civic 

Association asked us to contact the members of the Control Board, City Council, and the Mayor asking for an 

opportunity for public input before this new fee system is passed.  Shawn then read a letter to city officials and 

asked for members to sign the document (see attached).   Shawn also informed the group how much the new 

system would cost (see table below). 

 East Longmeadow Longmeadow Worcester Greenfield 

Cost Per Bag  30-33 Gallons $1.75 $1.75 $1.50 $1.50 

1 bag per week $91 $91 $78 $78 

2 bags per week $182 $182 $156 $156 

3 bags per week $273 $273 $234 $234 

4 bags per week $364 $364 $312 $312 

5 bags per week $455 $455 $390 $390 

 

Monday, June 15 at 7:00 pm there will be a City Council Meeting and the Civic Association will participate in 

the Public Speak Out in the City Council Chambers.  Please show your support by attending the meeting. 

 

David Wells, former President of the Civic Association, spoke in favor of Mayor Sarnoôs PAYTF.  Dave 

agrees that the Mayor broke his campaign promise but he believes that the new system will promote recycling 

and will reduce solid waste that is buried or incinerated.  With both plans there is an element of society that 

may resort to illegal dumping. 

 

Residents had questions/suggestions for PAYTF: 

 Who counts the number of bags for a residents green barrel and what does the $90 go towards? 

 Have a paper tab to lip onto the green barrel for those who throw out less. 

 Are there any plans for PAYTF such as increasing the number of blue buckets? 

 What is done for parts of the city that will not utilize the blue bags? 

 For those who throw out less, have a bi-weekly schedule and differentiate with smaller or different 

colored barrels. 

 Educate the citizens to recycle and reduce. 

 Invite the DPW or a representative from the Recycling Center to speak to us at our September 

meeting. 

 

The board will work on reviewing the Civic Association By-Laws over the summer. 

 

Shawn Sheehan made a motion and George seconded that a donation of $200 be made out to Holy Cross 

Church for use of the meeting space for the year. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.  The minutes were submitted by Frank Ryan, Secretary on June 11, 2008. 
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